An Introduction to Automated Electrocardiogram Interpretation by Peter W Macfarlane BSC PhD and T D V Lawrie BSC MD FRCP pp ix+115 £2.20 London: Butteiwths 1974 This little book attempts the almost impossible task of explaining both electrocardiography to computer scientists and computing techniques to cardiologists. It is greatly to the authors' credit that they very nearly succeed. Computer scientists are likely to be mystified by, for example, discussion of the various alternative arrhythmia diagnoses and cardiologists may well not be clear of the significance of references to a computer core store of 8K. Fortunately these shortcomings do not detract from the authors' achievement in providing a clear concise account of the problems of analysing ECGs by computer and a reasonable assessment of the present state of the art. Not surprisingly the emphasis is very largely on describing their own system but alternatives are mentioned and discussed with all the relevant references. Occasionally the authors seek to present the relative merits of their own system rather more than is perhaps desirable in what should be an unbiased introductory review of the subject; on the other hand they undoubtedly deserve great credit for their own achievements in this field.
This book should be read by every physician in charge of a large cardiac department who is faced with the problems of an ever-increasing load of cardiography. It will not offer him any instant solutions but it will prepare him for future trends. Many of them are likely to feel, however, that £2.20 is a lot, even these days, to pay for a 115-page paperback with no half-tone illustra- For the purpose of this book the term cardiomyopathy is interpreted as meaning any disease of the heart muscle other than that secondary to coronary artery disease but, although included in the author's classified list of the cardiomyopathies, rheumatic carditis is not discussed. There are comprehensive chapters covering, in addition to the more usual topics, cardiac tumours, conditions caused by drugs and poisons, and cardiomyopathies found in animals.
All the major sections include a brief account of the incidence and clinical features of the condition, with its -natur* history, before the detailed description of the gross and microscopical pathology. Most sections are profusely illustrated and each has its own set of wellselected references. The literature is critically reviewed and the value of the work reported is assessed; in this respect the author's judgment generally seems sound. The photomicrographs are of a high standard and include many electron microscope pictures. There is very little to criticize in this book but the photographs of gross specimens are often disappointing and unclear; fortunately this is more than compensated for by the clarity and conciseness of the text.
Although this is a book on pathology, which should find its way onto the shelves of every selfrespecting pathology library, it could with advantage be read or consulted by all cardiologists, established or in training.
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The Essentials ofForensic Medicine by Cyril John Polson and D J Gee 3rdedn ppxvii+729 illustrated £12 Oxford: Pergamon Press 1973 This third edition differs from the previous two in that it is now projected towards postgraduate students, pathologists and forensic pathologists. Toxicology and serology are omitted as specialist subjects in their own right. The book is divided into two parts, the first six hundred pages covering forensic pathology and all its aspects including additional sections on anisthetic deaths and scene of crime examination. The second part deals with the law relating to the practice of medicine in this country and has been written entirely by Professor Polson. As with previous editions one is impressed by the crisp and articulate prose.
'The Essentials of Forensic Medicine' has grown in less than twenty years from a relatively concise volume intended primarily for students to a large comprehensive work which will appeal to all those who practise legal medicine.
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